
“Truly, I say to you,  

today you will be with me in paradise.”  

Lk 23:43 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon them 

May they rest in peace,  

Amen 

Parish of Corofin & Belclare 

Sacred Heart Church, Belclare 

St. Colman’s church, Corofin. 

Funeral Booklet 



HOLY COMMUNION 

Ave Verum, Be Still my Soul, Be Still for the Presence of the Lord, Come to 

Me, The Hiding Place, I am the Bread of Life, I will be the Vine, Like a Shep-

herd, Laudate Dominum, Panis Angelicus, Pie Jesu , Soul of my saviour, 

Sweet Sacrament Divine, Sweet Heart of Jesu, The Clouds Veil.  

 

RECESSIONAL 

Going Home, In Paradisium, Jesus Remember Me, May songs of the angels 

welcome you, Nearer my God to Thee, I'll walk with God, Queen of the May, 

Song of Farewell, Hail Queen of Heaven, Faith of our Fathers 

 

This list is intended as a guideline only.  
There are many other hymns which are appropriate for a funeral Mass.  
There is also a wide selection of Taizé chants which are suitable, as well as 

traditional airs and instrumental music.  

Your organist/musician/choir will be able to help you with your selection. 

 

You might also like to provide your priest with some biographical details 
about your deceased loved one.  This will be very helpful to him when he 

is preparing the funeral homily & liturgy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funeral Mass check list 

 

Symbols: Narrated by: ________________________` 
 

Some symbols representing the life and interests of the deceased may be 

brought to the altar. These can be brought up at the beginning of mass,  

or with the bread and wine at the offertory. 

 

    1; _____________________________ 

    2; _____________________________ 

    3; _____________________________ 

    4; _____________________________ 

 

First Reading & Psalm:   __________________________ 

 

Second Reading & Acclamation: __________________________ 

 

Offertory Gifts:  

   1. Bread  __________________________ 

 

   2. Wine __________________________ 

 

Reflection;    __________________________ 

 

Words of Thanks:  __________________________ 

 

Music:    __________________________ 

 

Ministers of the Eucharist  __________________________ 

 

Altar Servers    _________________________ 



Readings  

The following is a selection of readings from Scripture, from both the Old and 

New Testaments. Other choices can also be made from the Bible.  

 

Running Order of Readings at a Funeral Mass  

1. 1st Reading (usually from the Old Testament). 

2. Responsorial Psalm (Possibly Sung)  

3. 2nd Reading (usually from the New Testament). 

4. Gospel Acclamation. (Possibly Sung)  

5. Gospel (Read by Priest/Deacon)  

6. Homily (Short reflection given by Priest/Deacon)  

7. Prayers of the Faithful (these can be changed or adapted if desired)  

 

Guidelines for the Reader  

The following are a few guidelines which the reader may find helpful:  

1. Ensure that you know which reading you are proclaiming  

2. Practice the reading a number of times the night before the Mass  

3. Read slowly and clearly - try not to rush.  

4. Make sure you have the reading with you when you come to the Church. 

5. Speak clearly into the microphone – adjust the microphone, if necessary. 

 

The two readers should approach the altar together, bow and then go to the 

Lectern. Likewise, both readers should return to their seats together, bowing at 

the altar on their way down. 

 

Those doing the prayers of the Faithful should also approach the altar together, 

bow and then take their place at the lectern. If there are small children doing a 

prayer who may need a step to reach the microphone, please check before 

mass begins that there is a step available for them. 

 

Music for the funeral mass 

Guidelines for choosing music for the funeral mass 

Music is an important part of the funeral rites.  

It can console and uplift mourners even as it expresses our faith and love.  

As the funeral celebration takes place within a celebration of the Eucharist, 

care must be taken in choosing music that is appropriate for this setting.  

The music used in the Funeral Mass should be religious in nature and in ac-

cord with our faith in eternal life, which the Mass celebrates.  

Secular songs should never be sung during the mass and especially during the 

distribution of Holy Communion. 

It you wish to include a favourite song of  the deceased, please do so as people 

are gathering, before the mass starts, or at the end of the mass, as the coffin is 

being carried out from the church.  

The following is a selection of appropriate hymns but it is not an exclusive 

list. It is offered as a guide only. Other appropriate hymns may also be chosen. 

 

OPENING HYMNS 

How Great Thou Art, Christ be beside me, Make me a Channel of your Peace, 

Abide with me, Morning has broken , Amazing Grace, Holy God we praise 

thy name. l’ll sing a hymn to Mary. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

The Lord is my Shepherd, The Lord is my Light, May your love be upon us, 

The Lord will heal the broken heart, Like the deer that yearns for running 

stream, My Soul is longing for your peace, Be not afraid, Here I am Lord, On 

Eagles Wings, Yahweh I know you are near. 

OFFERTORY 

Ag Chriost an Siol, As I kneel before you, Gifts of Bread and Wine, In bread 

we bring you Lord, Lord accept the gifts we offer, Take our bread we ask you, 

See us Lord about Thine Altar, When creation was begun, Ave Maria 

(Schubert), Ave Maria (Gounod). Instrumental music 



L: The Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried; 
 He descended into hell;  
 on the third day He rose again from the dead; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
 from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church,  
 the communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen 
 world without end. Amen. 
 
For each of the five decades (On each “Our Father” bead of the rosary, pray) 
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 
Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins 
and those of the whole world. 
 
(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray) 
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole 
world. 
 
Concluding prayer (Repeat 3 times) 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and 
on the whole world. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless  
and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible,  
look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us,  
that in difficult moments we might not despair  
nor become despondent, but with great confidence  
submit ourselves to Your holy will,  
which is Love and Mercy itself. 

 

L: In the name of the Father and of the Son  

 and of the Holy Spirit.  

P: Amen.  

First Reading - 0ption 1. 

 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8  

There is a time for everything. 

There is a season for everything,  

a time for every occupation under heaven:  

A time for giving birth, a time for dying;  

a time for planting;  

a time for uprooting what has been planted.  

A time for killing, a time for healing;  

a time for knocking down. a time for building.  

A time for tears, a time for laughter;  

a time for mourning, a time for dancing.  

A time for throwing stones away,  

a time for gathering them up;  

a time for embracing,  

a time to refrain from embracing.  

A time for searching, a time for losing;  

a time for keeping, a time for throwing away.  

A time for tearing, a time for sewing;  

a time for keeping silent, a time for speaking.  

A time for loving, a time for hating;  

a time for war, a time for peace.  

 

The word of the Lord.  

 

 

 

 



First Reading - 0ption 2. 

 

A reading from the book of Wisdom  3:1-6.9   

They are at peace with God   

 

The souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God,  

no torment shall ever touch them.  

In the eyes of the unwise, they did appear to die,  

their going looked like a disaster,  

their leaving us, like annihilation;  

but they are in peace.  

If they experienced punishment as men see it,  

their hope was rich with immortality;  

slight was their affliction, great will their blessing be.  

God has put them to the test  

and proved them worthy to be with him;  

he has tested them like gold in a furnace,  

and accepted them as a holocaust.  

They who trust in him will understand the truth,  

those who are faithful will live with him in love;  

for grace and mercy await those he has chosen.  

 

The word of the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L: Let Us Pray 
 "O God whose only begotten Son by His Life has purchased for us the 
 rewards of eternal life, Grant that we beseech Thee while meditating up
 on these mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
 we may both imitate what they contain and obtain what they promise, 
 through the same Christ our Lord Amen."  May the Divine assistance  
 remain always with us and may N.’s soul and the souls of all the faithful 
 departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
P: Amen. 
 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

Another prayer that people like to recite for the dead and dying is the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet. 

 

L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

P: Amen.  

 

L: You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, 

 and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world. 

 O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 

 envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 

 

P: O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a 

 fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You! (X3) 

L: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name:  
Thy kingdom come: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

P: Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. Amen.  
 

L:  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee:  
 blessed art thou among women,  
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
P: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,  
 now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 



L: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name:  
 Thy kingdom come: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
P: Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
  
L: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee:  
 blessed art thou among women,  
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
P: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,  
 now and at the hour of our death. Amen  (x10) 
   
L: Glory Be to the Father: Glory be to the Father,  
 and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
P: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen. 
 
P: "O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell, lead 
 all souls to Heaven, especially those in most need of Your Mercy". 
 
L: The Second Glorious Mystery. The Ascension of Our Lord into Heaven. 
P: Our Father, Hail Mary (x10), Glory be to the Father. O My Jesus... 
 
L: The Third Glorious Mystery.   The Descent of the Holy Spirit on Our 
 Lady and the Apostles. 
P: Our Father, Hail Mary (x10), Glory be to the Father. O My Jesus... 
 
L: The Fourth Glorious Mystery,  
 The Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven. 
P: Our Father, Hail Mary (x10), Glory be to the Father. O My Jesus… 
 
P: The Fifth Glorious Mystery. 
 The Coronation of Our Lady as Queen of Heaven. 
P: Our Father, Hail Mary (x10), Glory be to the Father. O My Jesus... 
 
L: Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy! our life, our sweetness, and our 
 hope! To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to thee do we 
 send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley, of tears. Turn, 
 then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us; and after 
 this our exile show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus;  
 O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.  
 Pray for us o Holy Mother of God 
P: That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

First Reading - 0ption 3. 

 

A reading from the Book of Sirach  2:1-9 

The Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

 

My son, if you come forward to serve the Lord, be prepared.  

Set your heart right and be steadfast,  

and do not be hasty in time of calamity. 

Cleave to him and do not depart,  

that you may be honoured at the end of your life. 

Accept whatever is brought upon you, 

and in changes that humble you be patient. 

For gold is tested in the fire, 

and acceptable people in the furnace of humiliation. 

Trust in him, and he will help you; 

make your ways straight, and hope in him. 

You who fear the Lord, wait for his mercy; 

and turn not aside, lest you fall. 

You who fear the Lord, trust in him, 

and your reward will not fail; 

you who fear the Lord, hope for good things, 

for everlasting joy and mercy. 

For the Lord is compassionate and merciful; 

he forgives sins and saves in time of affliction. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 



First Reading - 0ption 4. 

 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 60: 1, 19-20. 

The days of your sorrow will cease. 

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 

No longer will the sun be your light by day, 

nor the brightness of the moon shine on your night  

for the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

and your God will be your splendor  

Your sun will no longer set, 

and your moon will not wane; 

for the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

and the days of your sorrow will cease. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm Option 1 Psalm 24  

 

Response; To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  

 

1. Remember your mercy, Lord,  

and the love you have shown from of old.  

In your love remember me, because of your goodness. R.  

2. Relieve the anguish of my heart and set me free from my distress.  

See my affliction and my toil and take all my sins away. R. 

3. Preserve my life and rescue me.  

Do not disappoint me, you are my refuge.  

May innocence and uprightness protect me:  

for my hope is in you, O Lord. R.  

The Rosary 

 
It is customary to pray the rosary in the home of the deceased 

 
L = Leader, P = People 

L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
P: Amen.  
 
L: The Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 He descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the dead; 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Fa-
 ther Almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church,  
 the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer for the Popes intentions (Optional) 

L: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name:  
 Thy kingdom come: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
P: Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
  
L:  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee:  
 blessed art thou among women,  
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
P: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,  
 now and at the hour of our death. Amen  (x3) 
   
L: Glory Be to the Father: Glory be to the Father,  
 and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
P: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen.  
L: The five glorious mysteries of the most Holy Rosary of the Blessed  
 Virgin Mary. The First glorious mystery.  
 The Resurrection of Our Lord from the dead. 



An Dara Léacht 

Sliocht as Leabhar na Taispeána. 

Is beannaithe na daoine a fhaigheann bás sa Tiarna. 

Chuala mise, Eoin, guth as na flaithis a rá;  Scríobh síos é seo; 

Is beannaithe iad na marbh a fhaigheann bás sa Tiarna. 
Is beannaithe iad go deimhin, a deir an Spiorad. 
Mar go bhfuil said ag ligean scíth go deo 

tar éis tuirse agus cruatan an tsaoil. 
Sin é Briathar Dé.    
Freagra: Buíochas le Dia. 

 

Guí an Phobail 

1. Cuirimís anam N. agus anamach na marbh ar fad faoi bhrínár nguí anois. 

Guimís ar son N. atá imithe romhainn anois ar shlí na bhfírinne. Go raibh 

leaba aige/aici i measc na Naomh. A Thiarna éist linn.  

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

2. Iarramid ort do bheannacht a chur ar aon duine in ár measc atá faoi 

ualach bróin, cráite agus croi briste. Go gcuire Dia a dhá lámh thart 

orthu. Go líona sé a gcroíthe le misneach & dóchas. A Thiarna éist linn. 

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

3. Guímid orthu siúd a thug aire do N. Go mbeidh lámha Dé agus grásta Dé 

dhá stiúradh ina gcuid oibre. A Thiarna éist linn.  

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

4. Guimíd orthu siúd go léir a fuair bá go hóg nó go hobann, ar thalamh, ar 

an bhfarraige nó san aer. Solas na bhflaitheas agus suimhneas síorraí 

dóibh uilig. A Thiarna éist linn.  

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

5. Guímid ar son aon duine atá tinn nó in ísle bhrí faoi láthair. Go dtuga 

Dia misneach agus sólás dóibh. A Thiarna éist linn.  

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

S:  Cuimhne, a Thiarna orthu siúd a chodhlaíonn sa tsíocháin.  

 Tabhair suimhneas síorraí dóibh go dtí go gcasfar ar a chéile arís muid í 

 do ríocht ar neamh. Iarraimid é seo tré Críost ár dTiarna. Ameán 

Responsorial Psalm Option 2  Psalm 26   

 

Response: The Lord is my light and my help  

 

1. The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear?  

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;  

before whom shall I shrink? R.  

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long,  

to live in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life,  

to savour the sweetness of the Lord, to behold his temple. R.  

3. O Lord hear my voice when I call; have mercy and answer.  

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;  hide not your face. R.  

4. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living.  

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. Hope in the Lord! R.  

 

Responsorial Psalm Option 3 Psalm 22   

 

Response: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want  

 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; There is nothing I shall want.  

Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose.  

Near restful waters he leads me to revive my drooping spirit. R. 

2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name.  

If I should walk in the valley of darkness. no evil would I fear.  

You are there with your crook and your staff;  

with these you give me comfort. R.  

3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes.  

My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. R.  

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  

all the days of my life.  

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. R.  



Second Reading  Option 1 

 

A reading from the book of Revelation.  14:13 

Their good deeds go with them 

 

I, John, heard a voice from heaven say to me, ‘write this down:  

Happy are those who die in the Lord!  

Happy indeed, the Spirit says;  

now they can rest forever after their work,  

since their good deeds go with them’. 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

Second Reading  Option 2 

 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  8:31-35. 37-39  

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ. 

 

Nothing  therefore can come between us and the love of Christ,  

even if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted,  

or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked.  

These are the trials through which we triumph,  

by the power of him who loved us.  

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life,  

no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come,  

not any power, or height or depth, not any created thing,  

can ever come between us and the love of God  

made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

The word of the Lord.  

Gaeilge 

A Selection of Readings and Prayers in Irish 

 

An Chéad Léacht 

Sliocht as leabhar Isaiah Fáidh. 

Ní rachaidh do ghrian faoi go deo arís 

Ni bheidh an ghrian mar sholas agat feasta sa lá 

ná loinnir ghealaí le teacht na hoíche 

Is é an Tiarna a bheidh agat ina sholas síoraí 

agus do Dhia ina bharr maise ort 

Ní rachaidh do ghrian faoi go deo arís 

ná urú ní thiocfaidh ar do ghealach. 

Mar beidh an Tiarna agat mar sholas síorraí  

agus cuirfear críoch le laethanta do bhrón. 

Sin é Briathar Dé.  

Freagra: Buíochas le Dia. 

 

 

Salm le Freagra.  

Freagra: ‘Sé an Tiarna mo sholas is mo shlánú. 

Sé an Tiarna mo sholas is mo shlánú; 

Cé roimhe a mbeadh faitíos orm? 

‘Sé an Tiarna dún mo shaol; 

Cé a chuirfidh ar crith mé?  Fr. 

Éist a Thiarna, nuair a ghlaoim os ard, 

bí cinéalta liom agus freagair mé. 

Deir mo chroí, cuardaigh a éadan?  Fr. 

Creidim go bhfeicfidh mé i dtír na mbeo 

chomh maith is atá an Tiarna. 

Fan leis an Tiarna, bí laidir, 

Bíodh do chroí treán, is fan leis an Tiarna?  Fr. 



C:  (S)He is gone -David Harkin 

You can shed tears that (s)he is gone 

Or you can smile because (s)he has lived. 

You can close your eyes and pray that (s)he will come back 

Or you can open your eyes and see all that (s)he has left. 

Your heart can be empty because you can’t see (her) him 

Or you can be full of the love that you shared. 

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday 

Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday. 

You can remember him and only that (s)he is gone 

Or you can cherish (her) his memory and let it live on. 

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back 

Or you can do what he would want:  

smile, open your eyes, love and go on. 

 

D:  Gone only from our sight 

I am standing on the seashore.  

Suddenly a ship at my side spreads her white sails to the morning breeze  

and starts out for the blue ocean.  

She is an object of beauty and strength, and I stand and watch her  

until at length she is only a ribbon of white cloud  

just above where the sea and sky mingle with each other.  

Then someone at my side says: “There! She’s gone!” Gone where?   

Gone from my sight – that is all.  

She is just as large in mast and hull as she was when she left my side a 

nd just as able to bear her load of living freight to the place of destination.  

Her diminished size is in me, not in her  

and just at the moment when someone at my side says:  

“There! She’s gone!”  there are other voices ready  

to greet her with a glad shout:   

“There! She comes!” 

And that is dying. 

Second Reading  Option 3 

 

A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to Timothy   4:5-8  

I have fought the good fight to the end.  

 

As for me, my life is already being poured away as a libation,  

and the time of my departure has come.  

I have fought the good fight to the end;  

I have run the race to the finish;  

I have kept the faith;  

all there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me,  

which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day;  

and not only to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing.  

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

Second Reading  Option 4 

 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians  13:1-13  

Love does not come to an end 

 

Love is always patient and kind;  

it is never jealous; love is never boastful or conceited;  

it is never rude or selfish;  

it does not take offence, and is not resentful.  

Love takes no pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in the truth;  

it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes. 

Love does not come to an end.  

In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love;  

and the greatest of these is love.  

The word of the Lord.  



Gospel acclamation: 

Please choose one of the following 

 

Please stand for the Gospel acclamation: 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

I am the light of the world says the Lord, 

Whoever believes in me will not walk in darkness. 

Alleluia 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

I am the resurrection and the life says the Lord 

Whoever believes in me will inherit eternal life. 

Alleluia 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

Truly I say to you,  

this day you will be with me in Paradise. 

Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflections  

Any of the following may be used as a reflecion after Communion. 

 

A:  Miss me but let me go 

 

When I come to the end of the road 

And the sun has set for me~ 

~I want no rites in a gloom filled room 

~Why cry for a soul set free? 

Miss me a little, but not too long 

And not with your head bowed low~ 

Remember the love that we once shared 

Miss me but let me go. 

For this is a journey we all must take 

And each must go alone 

It’s all a part of the master plan 

A step on the road to home. 

When you are lonely and sick at heart 

Go to the friends we know 

And bury the sorrow in doing good deeds 

Miss me but let me go. 

 

B: Death is only an Horizon - Bede Jarett, O.P. 

We give them back to you, O Lord,  

who first gave them to us;  

and as you did not lose them in the giving  

so we do not lose them in the return.  

Not as the world gives do you give O Lord.  

For what is yours is ours also, if we belong to you. 

 Life is unending because love is undying  

and the boundaries of this life are but an horizon  

and an horizon is but the limit of our vision. 



Prayers of the Faithful 

Priest: Let us turn to God now in our time of loss, confident that He will 

  listen to our prayers. 

Choose from the following prayers . 

If you wish, you may compose your own prayers or adapt some of these. 

 

1. N. has finally reached the shore of eternity. May God receive him/her 

kindly into the light of His presence. Lord hear us`. 

 

2. We give thanks for the love which N… showed during his/her life. May 

he/she continue to guide and inspire us from her new home in heaven.  

Lord hear us.  

 

3. We pray for those who cared for N. , especially  ____ . May God reward 

them for their kindness. Lord hear us. 

 

4. We pray N’s family and for all those who mourn. May their tears be 

wiped away, and may their sorrow be turned into joy. Lord hear us. 

 

5. We remember and pray for those who do not have access to basic health 

care, adequate food or shelter. We give thanks for our blessings and pray 

that the ways of justice and peace may prevail throughout the world. 

Lord hear us. 

 

6. Lord, you are life and light itself.  Bring all our dead into the light that 

no darkness can over power. We remember especially today  …..May 

God grant them all eternal rest. Lord hear us. 

 

Priest:  May the Lord support us all the day long, till the shadows lengthen 

  and evening falls and the busy world is hushed and the fever of life 

  is over and our work is done. Then in your mercy Lord grant us a 

  safe lodging, a holy rest and peace at last. Amen 

Gospel 

Option 1  

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (14: 1-6) 

Jesus said to his disciples:  

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me.  

There are many rooms in my Father's house; if there were not, I should have 

told you. I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and 

prepared you a place,  I shall return to take you with me; so that where I am 

you may be too. You know the way to the place I am going."  

Thomas said,  "Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we 

know the way?" Jesus said,  "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  

No one can come to the Father except through me." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Option 2 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (5: 1-12) 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill.  

There he sat down and was joined by his disciples.  

Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them:  

Blessed are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are the gentle; they shall have the earth as their heritage.  

Blessed are those who mourn; they shall be comforted.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for what is right;  

hey shall be satisfied.  

Blessed are the merciful; they shall have mercy shown them.  

Blessed are the pure in heart; they shall see God.  

Blessed are the peacemakers; they shall be called the children of God.  

Blessed are those who are persecuted in the cause of right;  

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds 

of calumny against you on my account.  

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



Option 3 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (24: 13-16, 28-35) 

On the first day of the week, two of the disciples were on their way to a village 

called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking together 

about all that had happened.  

Now as they talked this over, Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; 

but something prevented them from recognising him.  

When they drew near the village to which they were going, he made as if to go 

on; but they pressed him to stay with them.  

"It is nearly evening," they said, "and the day is nearly over."  

So he went in to stay with them.  

Now, while he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; 

then he broke it and handed it to them.  And their eyes were opened and they 

recognised him; but he had vanished from their sight.  

Then they said to each other,  "Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked 

to us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?"  

They set out at that instant and returned to Jerusalem.  

There they found the eleven assembled together with their companions, who 

said to them: "Yes it is true. The Lord has risen and had appeared to Simon." 

Then they told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had 

recognised him at the breaking of the bread. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Option 4 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  23:33, 39-43 

When the soldiers came to the place called the Skull, they crucified Jesus and 

the criminals there, one on his right, the other on his left. 

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, 

"Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us." 

The other man, however, rebuking him, said in reply, 

 "Have you no fear of God,  for you are subject to the same condemnation? 

And indeed, we have been condemned justly for the sentence we received cor-

responds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal." 

Then he said,  "Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom." 

He replied to him,  

"Truely, I say to you, this day you will be with me in Paradise." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Option 5 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (11: 17-27) 

On arriving at Bethany, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four 

days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. 

When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him.  

Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus,  

"If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, even 

now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you."  

"Your brother," said Jesus to her, "will rise again." Martha said,  

"I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day."  

"I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though they 

die, they shall live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?"  

"Yes Lord," she said, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the 

one who was to come into this world." 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Option 6 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (11: 25-30) 

Jesus exclaimed, "I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for hiding 

these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to mere chil-

dren. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do.  

Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, just as no one knows the Father except the Son and those to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.  

Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened and I will give you rest. 

Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart and 

you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden light. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  



Option 3 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (24: 13-16, 28-35) 

On the first day of the week, two of the disciples were on their way to a village 

called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking together 

about all that had happened.  

Now as they talked this over, Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; 

but something prevented them from recognising him.  

When they drew near the village to which they were going, he made as if to go 

on; but they pressed him to stay with them.  

"It is nearly evening," they said, "and the day is nearly over."  

So he went in to stay with them.  

Now, while he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; 

then he broke it and handed it to them.  And their eyes were opened and they 

recognised him; but he had vanished from their sight.  

Then they said to each other,  "Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked 

to us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?"  

They set out at that instant and returned to Jerusalem.  

There they found the eleven assembled together with their companions, who 

said to them: "Yes it is true. The Lord has risen and had appeared to Simon." 

Then they told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had 

recognised him at the breaking of the bread. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Option 4 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  23:33, 39-43 

When the soldiers came to the place called the Skull, they crucified Jesus and 

the criminals there, one on his right, the other on his left. 

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, 

"Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us." 

The other man, however, rebuking him, said in reply, 

 "Have you no fear of God,  for you are subject to the same condemnation? 

And indeed, we have been condemned justly for the sentence we received cor-

responds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal." 

Then he said,  "Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom." 

He replied to him,  

"Truely, I say to you, this day you will be with me in Paradise." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Option 5 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (11: 17-27) 

On arriving at Bethany, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four 

days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. 

When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him.  

Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus,  

"If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, even 

now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you."  

"Your brother," said Jesus to her, "will rise again." Martha said,  

"I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day."  

"I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though they 

die, they shall live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?"  

"Yes Lord," she said, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the 

one who was to come into this world." 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Option 6 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (11: 25-30) 

Jesus exclaimed, "I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for hiding 

these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to mere chil-

dren. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do.  

Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, just as no one knows the Father except the Son and those to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.  

Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened and I will give you rest. 

Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart and 

you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden light. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  



Prayers of the Faithful 

Priest: Let us turn to God now in our time of loss, confident that He will 

  listen to our prayers. 

Choose from the following prayers . 

If you wish, you may compose your own prayers or adapt some of these. 

 

1. N. has finally reached the shore of eternity. May God receive him/her 

kindly into the light of His presence. Lord hear us`. 

 

2. We give thanks for the love which N… showed during his/her life. May 

he/she continue to guide and inspire us from her new home in heaven.  

Lord hear us.  

 

3. We pray for those who cared for N. , especially  ____ . May God reward 

them for their kindness. Lord hear us. 

 

4. We pray N’s family and for all those who mourn. May their tears be 

wiped away, and may their sorrow be turned into joy. Lord hear us. 

 

5. We remember and pray for those who do not have access to basic health 

care, adequate food or shelter. We give thanks for our blessings and pray 

that the ways of justice and peace may prevail throughout the world. 

Lord hear us. 

 

6. Lord, you are life and light itself.  Bring all our dead into the light that 

no darkness can over power. We remember especially today  …..May 

God grant them all eternal rest. Lord hear us. 

 

Priest:  May the Lord support us all the day long, till the shadows lengthen 

  and evening falls and the busy world is hushed and the fever of life 

  is over and our work is done. Then in your mercy Lord grant us a 

  safe lodging, a holy rest and peace at last. Amen 

Gospel 

Option 1  

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (14: 1-6) 

Jesus said to his disciples:  

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me.  

There are many rooms in my Father's house; if there were not, I should have 

told you. I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and 

prepared you a place,  I shall return to take you with me; so that where I am 

you may be too. You know the way to the place I am going."  

Thomas said,  "Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we 

know the way?" Jesus said,  "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  

No one can come to the Father except through me." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Option 2 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (5: 1-12) 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill.  

There he sat down and was joined by his disciples.  

Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them:  

Blessed are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are the gentle; they shall have the earth as their heritage.  

Blessed are those who mourn; they shall be comforted.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for what is right;  

hey shall be satisfied.  

Blessed are the merciful; they shall have mercy shown them.  

Blessed are the pure in heart; they shall see God.  

Blessed are the peacemakers; they shall be called the children of God.  

Blessed are those who are persecuted in the cause of right;  

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds 

of calumny against you on my account.  

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



Gospel acclamation: 

Please choose one of the following 

 

Please stand for the Gospel acclamation: 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

I am the light of the world says the Lord, 

Whoever believes in me will not walk in darkness. 

Alleluia 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

I am the resurrection and the life says the Lord 

Whoever believes in me will inherit eternal life. 

Alleluia 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

Truly I say to you,  

this day you will be with me in Paradise. 

Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflections  

Any of the following may be used as a reflecion after Communion. 

 

A:  Miss me but let me go 

 

When I come to the end of the road 

And the sun has set for me~ 

~I want no rites in a gloom filled room 

~Why cry for a soul set free? 

Miss me a little, but not too long 

And not with your head bowed low~ 

Remember the love that we once shared 

Miss me but let me go. 

For this is a journey we all must take 

And each must go alone 

It’s all a part of the master plan 

A step on the road to home. 

When you are lonely and sick at heart 

Go to the friends we know 

And bury the sorrow in doing good deeds 

Miss me but let me go. 

 

B: Death is only an Horizon - Bede Jarett, O.P. 

We give them back to you, O Lord,  

who first gave them to us;  

and as you did not lose them in the giving  

so we do not lose them in the return.  

Not as the world gives do you give O Lord.  

For what is yours is ours also, if we belong to you. 

 Life is unending because love is undying  

and the boundaries of this life are but an horizon  

and an horizon is but the limit of our vision. 



C:  (S)He is gone -David Harkin 

You can shed tears that (s)he is gone 

Or you can smile because (s)he has lived. 

You can close your eyes and pray that (s)he will come back 

Or you can open your eyes and see all that (s)he has left. 

Your heart can be empty because you can’t see (her) him 

Or you can be full of the love that you shared. 

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday 

Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday. 

You can remember him and only that (s)he is gone 

Or you can cherish (her) his memory and let it live on. 

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back 

Or you can do what he would want:  

smile, open your eyes, love and go on. 

 

D:  Gone only from our sight 

I am standing on the seashore.  

Suddenly a ship at my side spreads her white sails to the morning breeze  

and starts out for the blue ocean.  

She is an object of beauty and strength, and I stand and watch her  

until at length she is only a ribbon of white cloud  

just above where the sea and sky mingle with each other.  

Then someone at my side says: “There! She’s gone!” Gone where?   

Gone from my sight – that is all.  

She is just as large in mast and hull as she was when she left my side a 

nd just as able to bear her load of living freight to the place of destination.  

Her diminished size is in me, not in her  

and just at the moment when someone at my side says:  

“There! She’s gone!”  there are other voices ready  

to greet her with a glad shout:   

“There! She comes!” 

And that is dying. 

Second Reading  Option 3 

 

A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to Timothy   4:5-8  

I have fought the good fight to the end.  

 

As for me, my life is already being poured away as a libation,  

and the time of my departure has come.  

I have fought the good fight to the end;  

I have run the race to the finish;  

I have kept the faith;  

all there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me,  

which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day;  

and not only to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing.  

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

Second Reading  Option 4 

 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians  13:1-13  

Love does not come to an end 

 

Love is always patient and kind;  

it is never jealous; love is never boastful or conceited;  

it is never rude or selfish;  

it does not take offence, and is not resentful.  

Love takes no pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in the truth;  

it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes. 

Love does not come to an end.  

In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love;  

and the greatest of these is love.  

The word of the Lord.  



Second Reading  Option 1 

 

A reading from the book of Revelation.  14:13 

Their good deeds go with them 

 

I, John, heard a voice from heaven say to me, ‘write this down:  

Happy are those who die in the Lord!  

Happy indeed, the Spirit says;  

now they can rest forever after their work,  

since their good deeds go with them’. 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

Second Reading  Option 2 

 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  8:31-35. 37-39  

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ. 

 

Nothing  therefore can come between us and the love of Christ,  

even if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted,  

or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked.  

These are the trials through which we triumph,  

by the power of him who loved us.  

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life,  

no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come,  

not any power, or height or depth, not any created thing,  

can ever come between us and the love of God  

made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

The word of the Lord.  

Gaeilge 

A Selection of Readings and Prayers in Irish 

 

An Chéad Léacht 

Sliocht as leabhar Isaiah Fáidh. 

Ní rachaidh do ghrian faoi go deo arís 

Ni bheidh an ghrian mar sholas agat feasta sa lá 

ná loinnir ghealaí le teacht na hoíche 

Is é an Tiarna a bheidh agat ina sholas síoraí 

agus do Dhia ina bharr maise ort 

Ní rachaidh do ghrian faoi go deo arís 

ná urú ní thiocfaidh ar do ghealach. 

Mar beidh an Tiarna agat mar sholas síorraí  

agus cuirfear críoch le laethanta do bhrón. 

Sin é Briathar Dé.  

Freagra: Buíochas le Dia. 

 

 

Salm le Freagra.  

Freagra: ‘Sé an Tiarna mo sholas is mo shlánú. 

Sé an Tiarna mo sholas is mo shlánú; 

Cé roimhe a mbeadh faitíos orm? 

‘Sé an Tiarna dún mo shaol; 

Cé a chuirfidh ar crith mé?  Fr. 

Éist a Thiarna, nuair a ghlaoim os ard, 

bí cinéalta liom agus freagair mé. 

Deir mo chroí, cuardaigh a éadan?  Fr. 

Creidim go bhfeicfidh mé i dtír na mbeo 

chomh maith is atá an Tiarna. 

Fan leis an Tiarna, bí laidir, 

Bíodh do chroí treán, is fan leis an Tiarna?  Fr. 



An Dara Léacht 

Sliocht as Leabhar na Taispeána. 

Is beannaithe na daoine a fhaigheann bás sa Tiarna. 

Chuala mise, Eoin, guth as na flaithis a rá;  Scríobh síos é seo; 

Is beannaithe iad na marbh a fhaigheann bás sa Tiarna. 
Is beannaithe iad go deimhin, a deir an Spiorad. 
Mar go bhfuil said ag ligean scíth go deo 

tar éis tuirse agus cruatan an tsaoil. 
Sin é Briathar Dé.    
Freagra: Buíochas le Dia. 

 

Guí an Phobail 

1. Cuirimís anam N. agus anamach na marbh ar fad faoi bhrínár nguí anois. 

Guimís ar son N. atá imithe romhainn anois ar shlí na bhfírinne. Go raibh 

leaba aige/aici i measc na Naomh. A Thiarna éist linn.  

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

2. Iarramid ort do bheannacht a chur ar aon duine in ár measc atá faoi 

ualach bróin, cráite agus croi briste. Go gcuire Dia a dhá lámh thart 

orthu. Go líona sé a gcroíthe le misneach & dóchas. A Thiarna éist linn. 

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

3. Guímid orthu siúd a thug aire do N. Go mbeidh lámha Dé agus grásta Dé 

dhá stiúradh ina gcuid oibre. A Thiarna éist linn.  

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

4. Guimíd orthu siúd go léir a fuair bá go hóg nó go hobann, ar thalamh, ar 

an bhfarraige nó san aer. Solas na bhflaitheas agus suimhneas síorraí 

dóibh uilig. A Thiarna éist linn.  

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

5. Guímid ar son aon duine atá tinn nó in ísle bhrí faoi láthair. Go dtuga 

Dia misneach agus sólás dóibh. A Thiarna éist linn.  

Fr: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn. 

S:  Cuimhne, a Thiarna orthu siúd a chodhlaíonn sa tsíocháin.  

 Tabhair suimhneas síorraí dóibh go dtí go gcasfar ar a chéile arís muid í 

 do ríocht ar neamh. Iarraimid é seo tré Críost ár dTiarna. Ameán 

Responsorial Psalm Option 2  Psalm 26   

 

Response: The Lord is my light and my help  

 

1. The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear?  

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;  

before whom shall I shrink? R.  

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long,  

to live in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life,  

to savour the sweetness of the Lord, to behold his temple. R.  

3. O Lord hear my voice when I call; have mercy and answer.  

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;  hide not your face. R.  

4. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living.  

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. Hope in the Lord! R.  

 

Responsorial Psalm Option 3 Psalm 22   

 

Response: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want  

 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; There is nothing I shall want.  

Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose.  

Near restful waters he leads me to revive my drooping spirit. R. 

2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name.  

If I should walk in the valley of darkness. no evil would I fear.  

You are there with your crook and your staff;  

with these you give me comfort. R.  

3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes.  

My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. R.  

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  

all the days of my life.  

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. R.  



First Reading - 0ption 4. 

 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 60: 1, 19-20. 

The days of your sorrow will cease. 

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 

No longer will the sun be your light by day, 

nor the brightness of the moon shine on your night  

for the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

and your God will be your splendor  

Your sun will no longer set, 

and your moon will not wane; 

for the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

and the days of your sorrow will cease. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm Option 1 Psalm 24  

 

Response; To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  

 

1. Remember your mercy, Lord,  

and the love you have shown from of old.  

In your love remember me, because of your goodness. R.  

2. Relieve the anguish of my heart and set me free from my distress.  

See my affliction and my toil and take all my sins away. R. 

3. Preserve my life and rescue me.  

Do not disappoint me, you are my refuge.  

May innocence and uprightness protect me:  

for my hope is in you, O Lord. R.  

The Rosary 

 
It is customary to pray the rosary in the home of the deceased 

 
L = Leader, P = People 

L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
P: Amen.  
 
L: The Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 He descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the dead; 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Fa-
 ther Almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church,  
 the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer for the Popes intentions (Optional) 

L: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name:  
 Thy kingdom come: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
P: Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
  
L:  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee:  
 blessed art thou among women,  
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
P: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,  
 now and at the hour of our death. Amen  (x3) 
   
L: Glory Be to the Father: Glory be to the Father,  
 and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
P: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen.  
L: The five glorious mysteries of the most Holy Rosary of the Blessed  
 Virgin Mary. The First glorious mystery.  
 The Resurrection of Our Lord from the dead. 



L: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name:  
 Thy kingdom come: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
P: Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
  
L: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee:  
 blessed art thou among women,  
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
P: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,  
 now and at the hour of our death. Amen  (x10) 
   
L: Glory Be to the Father: Glory be to the Father,  
 and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
P: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen. 
 
P: "O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell, lead 
 all souls to Heaven, especially those in most need of Your Mercy". 
 
L: The Second Glorious Mystery. The Ascension of Our Lord into Heaven. 
P: Our Father, Hail Mary (x10), Glory be to the Father. O My Jesus... 
 
L: The Third Glorious Mystery.   The Descent of the Holy Spirit on Our 
 Lady and the Apostles. 
P: Our Father, Hail Mary (x10), Glory be to the Father. O My Jesus... 
 
L: The Fourth Glorious Mystery,  
 The Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven. 
P: Our Father, Hail Mary (x10), Glory be to the Father. O My Jesus… 
 
P: The Fifth Glorious Mystery. 
 The Coronation of Our Lady as Queen of Heaven. 
P: Our Father, Hail Mary (x10), Glory be to the Father. O My Jesus... 
 
L: Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy! our life, our sweetness, and our 
 hope! To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to thee do we 
 send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley, of tears. Turn, 
 then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us; and after 
 this our exile show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus;  
 O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.  
 Pray for us o Holy Mother of God 
P: That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

First Reading - 0ption 3. 

 

A reading from the Book of Sirach  2:1-9 

The Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

 

My son, if you come forward to serve the Lord, be prepared.  

Set your heart right and be steadfast,  

and do not be hasty in time of calamity. 

Cleave to him and do not depart,  

that you may be honoured at the end of your life. 

Accept whatever is brought upon you, 

and in changes that humble you be patient. 

For gold is tested in the fire, 

and acceptable people in the furnace of humiliation. 

Trust in him, and he will help you; 

make your ways straight, and hope in him. 

You who fear the Lord, wait for his mercy; 

and turn not aside, lest you fall. 

You who fear the Lord, trust in him, 

and your reward will not fail; 

you who fear the Lord, hope for good things, 

for everlasting joy and mercy. 

For the Lord is compassionate and merciful; 

he forgives sins and saves in time of affliction. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 



First Reading - 0ption 2. 

 

A reading from the book of Wisdom  3:1-6.9   

They are at peace with God   

 

The souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God,  

no torment shall ever touch them.  

In the eyes of the unwise, they did appear to die,  

their going looked like a disaster,  

their leaving us, like annihilation;  

but they are in peace.  

If they experienced punishment as men see it,  

their hope was rich with immortality;  

slight was their affliction, great will their blessing be.  

God has put them to the test  

and proved them worthy to be with him;  

he has tested them like gold in a furnace,  

and accepted them as a holocaust.  

They who trust in him will understand the truth,  

those who are faithful will live with him in love;  

for grace and mercy await those he has chosen.  

 

The word of the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L: Let Us Pray 
 "O God whose only begotten Son by His Life has purchased for us the 
 rewards of eternal life, Grant that we beseech Thee while meditating up
 on these mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
 we may both imitate what they contain and obtain what they promise, 
 through the same Christ our Lord Amen."  May the Divine assistance  
 remain always with us and may N.’s soul and the souls of all the faithful 
 departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
P: Amen. 
 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

Another prayer that people like to recite for the dead and dying is the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet. 

 

L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

P: Amen.  

 

L: You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, 

 and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world. 

 O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 

 envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 

 

P: O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a 

 fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You! (X3) 

L: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name:  
Thy kingdom come: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

P: Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. Amen.  
 

L:  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee:  
 blessed art thou among women,  
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
P: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,  
 now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 



L: The Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried; 
 He descended into hell;  
 on the third day He rose again from the dead; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
 from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church,  
 the communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen 
 world without end. Amen. 
 
For each of the five decades (On each “Our Father” bead of the rosary, pray) 
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 
Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins 
and those of the whole world. 
 
(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray) 
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole 
world. 
 
Concluding prayer (Repeat 3 times) 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and 
on the whole world. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless  
and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible,  
look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us,  
that in difficult moments we might not despair  
nor become despondent, but with great confidence  
submit ourselves to Your holy will,  
which is Love and Mercy itself. 

 

L: In the name of the Father and of the Son  

 and of the Holy Spirit.  

P: Amen.  

First Reading - 0ption 1. 

 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8  

There is a time for everything. 

There is a season for everything,  

a time for every occupation under heaven:  

A time for giving birth, a time for dying;  

a time for planting;  

a time for uprooting what has been planted.  

A time for killing, a time for healing;  

a time for knocking down. a time for building.  

A time for tears, a time for laughter;  

a time for mourning, a time for dancing.  

A time for throwing stones away,  

a time for gathering them up;  

a time for embracing,  

a time to refrain from embracing.  

A time for searching, a time for losing;  

a time for keeping, a time for throwing away.  

A time for tearing, a time for sewing;  

a time for keeping silent, a time for speaking.  

A time for loving, a time for hating;  

a time for war, a time for peace.  

 

The word of the Lord.  

 

 

 

 



Readings  

The following is a selection of readings from Scripture, from both the Old and 

New Testaments. Other choices can also be made from the Bible.  

 

Running Order of Readings at a Funeral Mass  

1. 1st Reading (usually from the Old Testament). 

2. Responsorial Psalm (Possibly Sung)  

3. 2nd Reading (usually from the New Testament). 

4. Gospel Acclamation. (Possibly Sung)  

5. Gospel (Read by Priest/Deacon)  

6. Homily (Short reflection given by Priest/Deacon)  

7. Prayers of the Faithful (these can be changed or adapted if desired)  

 

Guidelines for the Reader  

The following are a few guidelines which the reader may find helpful:  

1. Ensure that you know which reading you are proclaiming  

2. Practice the reading a number of times the night before the Mass  

3. Read slowly and clearly - try not to rush.  

4. Make sure you have the reading with you when you come to the Church. 

5. Speak clearly into the microphone – adjust the microphone, if necessary. 

 

The two readers should approach the altar together, bow and then go to the 

Lectern. Likewise, both readers should return to their seats together, bowing at 

the altar on their way down. 

 

Those doing the prayers of the Faithful should also approach the altar together, 

bow and then take their place at the lectern. If there are small children doing a 

prayer who may need a step to reach the microphone, please check before 

mass begins that there is a step available for them. 

 

Music for the funeral mass 

Guidelines for choosing music for the funeral mass 

Music is an important part of the funeral rites.  

It can console and uplift mourners even as it expresses our faith and love.  

As the funeral celebration takes place within a celebration of the Eucharist, 

care must be taken in choosing music that is appropriate for this setting.  

The music used in the Funeral Mass should be religious in nature and in ac-

cord with our faith in eternal life, which the Mass celebrates.  

Secular songs should never be sung during the mass and especially during the 

distribution of Holy Communion. 

It you wish to include a favourite song of  the deceased, please do so as people 

are gathering, before the mass starts, or at the end of the mass, as the coffin is 

being carried out from the church.  

The following is a selection of appropriate hymns but it is not an exclusive 

list. It is offered as a guide only. Other appropriate hymns may also be chosen. 

 

OPENING HYMNS 

How Great Thou Art, Christ be beside me, Make me a Channel of your Peace, 

Abide with me, Morning has broken , Amazing Grace, Holy God we praise 

thy name. l’ll sing a hymn to Mary. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

The Lord is my Shepherd, The Lord is my Light, May your love be upon us, 

The Lord will heal the broken heart, Like the deer that yearns for running 

stream, My Soul is longing for your peace, Be not afraid, Here I am Lord, On 

Eagles Wings, Yahweh I know you are near. 

OFFERTORY 

Ag Chriost an Siol, As I kneel before you, Gifts of Bread and Wine, In bread 

we bring you Lord, Lord accept the gifts we offer, Take our bread we ask you, 

See us Lord about Thine Altar, When creation was begun, Ave Maria 

(Schubert), Ave Maria (Gounod). Instrumental music 



HOLY COMMUNION 

Ave Verum, Be Still my Soul, Be Still for the Presence of the Lord, Come to 

Me, The Hiding Place, I am the Bread of Life, I will be the Vine, Like a Shep-

herd, Laudate Dominum, Panis Angelicus, Pie Jesu , Soul of my saviour, 

Sweet Sacrament Divine, Sweet Heart of Jesu, The Clouds Veil.  

 

RECESSIONAL 

Going Home, In Paradisium, Jesus Remember Me, May songs of the angels 

welcome you, Nearer my God to Thee, I'll walk with God, Queen of the May, 

Song of Farewell, Hail Queen of Heaven, Faith of our Fathers 

 

This list is intended as a guideline only.  
There are many other hymns which are appropriate for a funeral Mass.  
There is also a wide selection of Taizé chants which are suitable, as well as 

traditional airs and instrumental music.  

Your organist/musician/choir will be able to help you with your selection. 

 

You might also like to provide your priest with some biographical details 
about your deceased loved one.  This will be very helpful to him when he 

is preparing the funeral homily & liturgy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funeral Mass check list 

 

Symbols: Narrated by: ________________________` 
 

Some symbols representing the life and interests of the deceased may be 

brought to the altar. These can be brought up at the beginning of mass,  

or with the bread and wine at the offertory. 

 

    1; _____________________________ 

    2; _____________________________ 

    3; _____________________________ 

    4; _____________________________ 

 

First Reading & Psalm:   __________________________ 

 

Second Reading & Acclamation: __________________________ 

 

Offertory Gifts:  

   1. Bread  __________________________ 

 

   2. Wine __________________________ 

 

Reflection;    __________________________ 

 

Words of Thanks:  __________________________ 

 

Music:    __________________________ 

 

Ministers of the Eucharist  __________________________ 

 

Altar Servers    _________________________ 



“Truly, I say to you,  

today you will be with me in paradise.”   

Lk 23:43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon them  

May they rest in peace,  

Amen 

Parish of Cummer & Kilmoylan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacred Heart Church, Belclare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Colman’s church, Corofin. 
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